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An overview of the action zones
Action zone 0 – estuary-wide  
(This action zone covers the estuary-wide 
options which affect to a greater or lesser 
degree, all 23 of the policy units)

This action zone covers the whole 
Estuary and our estuary-wide options 
are presented here for consultation. 
These estuary-wide options provide 
the strategic framework for flood  
risk management for the TE2100  
Plan area for 100 years. Further 
information on what this means at 
local level is described in the action 
plan tables for zones 1 to 8.

Action zone 1 – west London 
(Richmond, Twickenham, Barnes & Kew  
and Hammersmith)

These four policy units are in West 
London. Whilst the area is heavily 
urbanised, they all have large open 
spaces and important recreation  
and amenity areas. Richmond and 
Twickenham both have a significant 
fluvial flood risk from the Thames. 
Richmond and Twickenham policy 
units have been given by TE2100 a 

P3  flood risk management policy 
and we recommend a P5 policy for 
Barnes & Kew and Hammersmith 
policy units. These policies are 
further described in the action plan 
and are outlined in chapter 6.

Action zone 2 – central London 
(Wandsworth to Deptford and London City)

These two policy units cover the 
section of the Thames that passes 
through central London. TE2100 
gives both policy units a P5  flood 
risk management policy.

Action zone 3 – east London 
(Greenwich, Isle of Dogs & Lea Valley  
and Royal Docks)

These three policy units cover much 
of the regeneration area in East 
London. Development at Canary 
Wharf on the Isle of Dogs continues, 
and there are major developments 
planned in the Greenwich and Royal 
Docks policy units. TE2100 gives 
Greenwich and Isle of Dogs & Lea 
Valley a P5  flood risk management 
policy and Royal Docks a P4 .

Action zone 4 – east London 
downstream of Thames Barrier 
(Barking & Dagenham, Rainham Marshes  
& Mar Dyke and Thamesmead)

These three policy units cover the 
Estuary from Woolwich to Erith. 
Common features include new 
residential development, major 
industrial areas and open marshes. 
TE2100 gives all these policy units a 

P4  flood risk management policy.

Action zone 4

Action zone 2

Action zone 1

Action zone 3
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Action zone 5 – middle Estuary 
(Dartford & Erith, Swanscombe & Northfleet 
and Purfleet, Grays & Tilbury)

These three policy units cover the 
Estuary from Erith to Gravesend. 
Common features include port 
activity, new development sites, 
industry and open marshes. TE2100 
gives all these policy units a P4  
flood risk management policy.

Action zone 6 – lower Estuary 
Marshes  
(East Tilbury & Mucking Marshes, North 
Kent Marshes and Hadleigh Marshes)

These three policy units are all in the 
lower Estuary. They are predominantly 
areas of open grazing marshes. 
TE2100 gives East Tilbury and North 
Kent Marshes a P3  flood risk 
management policy and Hadleigh 
Marshes a P2 . This means that 
flood risk is likely to increase in  
these policy units.

Action zone 7 – lower Estuary, 
urban/industrial and marshland 
(Canvey Island, Bowers Marshes, Shell 
Haven & Fobbing Marshes and Isle of Grain)

These four policy units cover a wide 
range of land uses, including a major 
residential area (Canvey Island), 
major industrial areas (Shell Haven/
Coryton and Isle of Grain East), and 
areas of freshwater marsh. Canvey 
Island, Bowers Marshes and Shell 
Haven & Fobbing Marshes are linked 
together because they have a 
common flood risk management 
system. TE2100 gives Canvey Island, 
the Isle of Grain and Bowers Marshes 
a P4  flood risk management policy 
and Shell Haven & Fobbing Marshes 
a P3  with secondary defence 
arrangements at key sites.

Action zone 8 – Seaside/fishermen’s 
frontage 
(Leigh-on-Sea and Southend-on-Sea) 

This single policy unit has a very 
different character to the rest of the 
Estuary and is therefore treated 
separately. Southend-on-Sea is a 
seaside resort and Leigh has a strong 
fishing tradition. The policy unit  
has a long frontage and a narrow 
floodplain. TE2100 gives it a P4  
flood risk management policy. Action zone 6

Action zone 5

Action zone 8

Action zone 7
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