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The Standing Committee of Analysts (SCA) now sits outside of the Environment Agency and of government. See the SCA website for authoritative information on methods of sampling and analysis.
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The Standing Committee of Analysts (SCA) provides guidance on recommended methods of sampling and analysis of waters and effluents, sewage sludges, sediments, soils (including contaminated land) and biota. These are known as ‘blue books’.


The Environment Agency sponsors and provides support to SCA. For any questions about SCA please contact mark.gale@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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